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of Long-Melford, in the County of Suffolk ; 


Who was executed at Se. Ednundis- Bury, on 
Wedneſday the gth of April, for the inhuman Mur- 

res of his Father, Charles Fohn Drew, Eſq; Attor- 
ney at Law, by ſhooting him thro the Body, at his 
own Houſe; on Thurſday the 31ſt of January 1739-40. 
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CHARLES DREW, 


URDER, at all times, and in all Na- 
tion, |:ath been accounted a Grime of the 
blackeſt Dye ; how much more then 1s 1t 
' aggravated when it is ſwelled un to Parri- 
cid; what Horror muſt that Wretch en- 
dure who hath hardened himſelf to commit lo impious 
a Deed, as to murder his own Father? to ſtop the 
vital ſource from whence he firſt drew Breath, only to 
indulge a vicious Paffion; *tis an ancient ſaying, that 
Murder tho” it ha ve no Tongue will yet ſp:ak; in vain 
do h the abandoned Aſſaſſin endeavour to hide his 
Villainy; he may indeed ſcreen himſelf a while from 
the Eyes of Men, but the piercing Eye of Providence 
will at lengt' diſcover him, and lay him oven to a juſt 
and unerring Vengeance; the following Narrative will 
plainly confirm this, and Mankind muſt confeſs that 
tho” the preſent age ſwarms with impious, aud perfidi- 
ous example, yet Charles Drew muſt be acknowledged 
to be a Criminal ot the Firff-Rate. 
As it is neceſſary to trace his Actions from the Be- 
ginning, we find that Mr. Charl-s Drew, the unhappy 
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Perſon, whoſe Life we are going to relate, was born at 
Long-Melford in the County of Suffolk, in the Year of 
our Lord 1715; his Education was no ways adapted 
to the Eſtate he might reaſonably expect at the Death 
of his Father; on the contrary he was brought up in 
a booriſh Ignorance ; and tho? his Perſon was fine an 


his Parts tolerable, yet for want of Cultivating he be- 


came dull and fenſeleſs. | 

But in order to form a better Idea of the Son it will 
be proper to give a ſhort Account of the Father Mr 
Charles Jobn Drew, (who was thus barbarouſly cut off. 
He was an Attorney of great Practice at Long Mel- 
ford, but a Man of an unhappy Temper, and poſſeſſed of 


ſo much Severity, that it even amounted to Brutality. 


He married a Lady of ſome Fortune, to whom for 
ſome time he behaved in a tolerable manner, and had 


ſeveral Children by her; he grew wealthy and by his 


Buſineſc and other Means acquired a good Eſtate; 
all the Children he had till that time prov'd Girls; and 
at the Birth of Mr. Charles Drew there were very ex- 
traordinary , Rejojcings as being the only Son. He 
then had five Daughters, and this unfortunate Son, who 
ſeemed as if brought into the World at an unlucky 
Juncture, and as the Forerunner of Misfortunes; for in 


A little time after he was born, Jeal uſies and Unea- 


fineſs aroſe between Mr. Charles John Drew and his 
Spouſe, whether occaſioned hy the Birth of this vn- 
happy Son and Heir we cannot take upon us to deter- 

ine, tho' moſt Perſons who were acquainted with the 
Family are of Opinion that was the Cauſe. In fine 
Family Diſcords grew ſo high and were propagated fo 


' faſt, that the Lady wearied out with the repeated Re- 


flections of an ill natured Husband, and he forming to 
himſclf Imaginations which muſt of Courſe render the 
Marriage State diſagreeable, and wretched ; they mu- 
tually, agreed to part; which they accordingly put in 
Execution, and for ſome Years paſt Mr. Charles John 
Drew and his Lady did not cohabit together; but liv- 
ed in ſeparate Houſes remarkably odd, he liying at 


2 Houſe in Melfo;4 Town called the up er Houſe, pp | 


-4 


4 
* 


* 


of CHARLES DREW. 5 
he in one called the lower Houſe ; the old Gentleman 
eing of a very ftrange perverſe and moſt ſevere Tem- 

per (as 1 obſerved before) while his Family was with 
him, would fit whole Days and nevcr converſe with 
them, nor ſo much as ſuffer any of them to ſpeak to 
him unleſs to anſwer any Queſtion which he ſhould 
think proper to propoſe to them, but upon the Sepa- 
ration the Children went to live with the Mother; and 
here it may not be improper to obſerve, that the very 
Day he was murdered he dined with Mr. Smith (a 
Clergyman) and his Son without ſpeaking one Word 
to each other. 

In this manner the old Gentleman lived for ſome 
ears, he would ſometime vifit his Son and five Daugh- 
ders and dine with them, hut at ſuch times ke always 
gave pohtive Orders that his Wife hould never appear, 
nor would he ever conſent to ſee her. f 

This Separation was the Occaſion of Mr. Charles 
Drew's receiving no Education; the Father never 
troubled his Head about him, and his Mother was 
as regardle(s, ſo that he was bred up in a rough Man- 
ner, and among Perſons in the loweſt Claſs of Life. 

As he increaſed in Years, the wicked Diſpolitions 
which he had acquired increaſed with kim, he became 
of ſo ſordid perverſe a Temper that all Men conjec- 
tured ſome ill End muſt be the Conſequence of his 
Proceedings; nay, his own Father (whom he hath 
fince ſo inhumanly murdered) prognoſticated but a few 
Months ago from ſome Obſervations which he had 


made in his Behaviour that his Son Charles would not 


dye in bis Bed: The old Gentleman's Prognoſtication 
proved fatal to him tho? at that time he little expect- 
ed that he himſelt ſhould be the Occaſion of it's prov- 


ing true j yet could he bave conſidered rightly, what 


elſe could he expect? Young Mr. Drew had no Oppor- 
tunity of converſing with any one that could be any 
ways aſſiſtant to him in mending his Morals ; but on 
the contrary, he got acquainted with a Company 
pf Smuglers and Poachers, a Herd of mean People of 
little or no Underſtanding, but of Reſolution enough 

: os | to 
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to perpetrate the moſt daring Villainies, and it-was a- 


mog this Gang that he became intimate with Ham: 
pbrey's who was a Smugier, and had ſometime ſince been 
in Chelm ford Goal and received ſentence of Tranſpor- 


tation: He went on from one Degree to another till he 
arrived at this laſt fatal Pitch. 140 


His Perfon was very agreeable which led him into 
the Acqurintance of Numbers of Women, and thoſe he 
chiefly ſelected, had not any good Characters, but 
may be ſaid to be of the moſt abandoned Sort, by them 
and other Extravagancies he was frequently draingd of 
his Money, and reduced to ſevaral Shifts and Evaſions 
to ſupport his lewd Courſes; *twas. then that his vi- 
cious Companions laid hold of the Opportunity to b 
in his Ears, that it was a ſhame the Father ſhould po 
fefs lo plentiful an Eftate and the Son be in continual want 
of Money, 3 | 

Among many Women, whom he kept Company 
with, there was one Mrs. Elizabeth B-—, who was 
Houſekeeper to one Mr. Richardſon : He ſeemed to 


. ſhew a particular Regard for this Woman, and ſhe, 


tho* ſhe conſented to his Deſires, managed it in ſuch a 
manner that it was conjectured by moſt People ſhe 
would prevail on him to. marry her, inſiſting upon it 
that as he had ruined her Character and Reputation 
he could make her amends no other way; Betſy, ſaid 
he, pray let us lay a little longer, it will be worſe for 
us bith if I do it now, for my Fatber will certajuly dif- 
inherit me. ä N 
Von which ſhe replied, 1 wif ſomebody would ſhoot 
the old Dog, This Diſcourſe was heard to paſs between 
them ſometime in January, and on the firſt of Fehru- 
ary laſt, the old Gentleman was found dead in the 
Morning early in his dwelling Houſe at Melford. And 
upon Enquiry into the Affair, ic was ſulpetted by ma- 
ny that old Mr. Drew was ſhot with one of Mr. Ri- 
chardſon's Guns which Mrs. B 


and tho” there was no Proſecution commenc'd againſt 
her, yet there is all the Reaſon in the World to be- 
lieve that ſhe was the chief Inſtrument in urging Mr. 


Drew 


had in keeping, 
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' of CHARLES DREW. ; 
Drew to commit ſo execrable a deed; eſpecially if we 
confider that ſhe not only lent him the Gun, but after 
the old Gentleman was murdered ſhe followed young 
Mr, Drew up to Town, that ſhe came to him aFhis 
Wife'to the Kings Arms Tavern by Temple Bar, that 
ſhe continued with him as ſuch during her ſtay, and 
that Mr. Allen one Morning in particular went up 
into Mr. Drew's Chamber where he found her in Bed, 
and very much diſorder d at the ſame time, calling out 
that the Goaler was coming for her and that ſhe ſhould 


be clapp'd in Irons. 


But to return, whatever induced Mr. Charles Drew 
to perpetrate ſuch a Scene of Inhumanity, we cannot 
juſtly determine: "Tis certain that young Mr, Drew 
conſulted with Humphreys about ſhooting his Father, 
ck they had ſeveral Meetings upon it, and at laft 
agreed that it ſhould be done on the laſt Day of Janu- 
ay 3 Which was d6ne accordingly as to the manner 
0 — Fe Humphreys. ſwore pofitively that 
young Mr. Drew fired the Gun himſelf, the other 
perſiſted to the laſt that it was Humphreys who ſhot the 
old Gentleman, *tho” Mr. Drew did not deny but he 
was preſent and what ſeems to tally with this is the fol- 
lowing Advertiſement in the London Gazette by 
whichit is preſumed Mr. Drew thought to ſcreen him- 
ſelt and turn it all upon Humphreys. 


ae Whitehall, Feb. 12. 
2 THEREAS Charles Jobn Drew, late of 
0 Melford, in the County of Suffolt, Attorney 
© at Law, was off Thurſday the 31% of Fannary laſt, 
c between the Hours of Twelve and One in the Night, 
© barbarouſly and cruelly murdered and robbed, in his 
© Houſe, by Perſons unknown, being ſhot in the Bo- 
< dy with divers Slugs, which have been fince taken 
© out of the deceas d; his Majefty, for the better diſ- 
* coyering, and bringing to Juſtice the Perſons con- 
5 cerned therein, is pleas'd to promiſe his moſt graci- 


| © ous Pardon to any one of them who ſhall diſcover 
7 LY | ; hi- 


— ͥ A 1 


brought before a Magiſtrate to be examin d, touching 
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= The LIFE and TRIAL i 1 | 
his Accomplice or Accomplices, except the 'Fevtbs 
who actually committed the ſaid Murder, ſo 4s he; 
or they, may be apprehended arid convicted thereof; 

HARRINGTON: 


09 . 


R 6 # 


© And as a farther Encouragement for the Diſtove- 
© ry of ſuch Offender or Offenders, Fohn Gent, junior, 
of Sudbury in the County of Sufolt, by the Order, 
© and Direction of Mr. Charles Drew of Melford afore- 


aid, does hereby promiſe a Reward of one hundred 
Pounds, to bé paid on the Conviction of any, or 


either of the Perſons concern'd'in the ſaid Murder: 
© except the Perſon who actually committed the ſame. 
K Joan GEN, junior; 


Young Mr. Drew had contrived that Mr. Gent 
ſhould pay the Money, becauſe he pretended he was 
to be in London about Buſineſs, and thought, as this 
Reward was publiſh'd by his Order, it would take off 
any Cauſe of Suſpicion that he was privy to the Fact. 

Mr. Charles Drew.had now got rid of his Father, 
and tho' he was very unwilling there ſhould be any 
Enquiry made after his Murderer, yet he could not 
prevent the Coroner's Inquiſition. They ſat upon the 
Body; and Mr. Drew being im the Houle, ſeveral of 

the jury requeſted of him, that he would attend the 
Enquiry ; but he abſolutely refuſed to appear. 

The Inquifition was no ſooner over, but it was ve- 
ry freely talk'd among the Neighbours, that Humphreys 
was the Perſon who committed the horrid. Fact; and 
that he had treated with divers Perfons about it, and 
had offer'd 100 J. to one, and 1001. per Ann. to anos 
which would (he ſaid) be paid by Mr. Charles Drew 
when the Deed was done. And that the ſaid Hum- 
pbre)s had likewiſe urged to the Perſons he had treat- 


ed with, that as old Mr. Drew had uſed his Son ill, 
it was no more Sin to ſhoot or murder him, than to 


killa Crow, a Dag, or a Cat. 


Upon theſe Reports Humphries was taken up, ad 


the 


| of CHARLES DREW, | 
the Murder, and to give en Account where he was the 
Night it was committed; and givinga very trifling un- 
ſatistactory Account of himſelf, he was order d into 
Cuitouy. Oe 
He indeed cooked up a ſort of a Story before the 
Juſtice and told him, hat he went to London on Mon- 
day the 2th Day of Jaguar laſt paſt, by Brewfer's 
Coach, (which lets out from the Angel in Sudbury) 
and never return'd back to Melſord, till Monday the 
11th Day of Feb. by Hempfiead's Coach, which ſets 
up at the Crown in Sudbury 3 but that he came down 
to Hitham in Eſſex, upon a brown Mare, on Med- 
neſday the 3 th of Jan. by 12 o'Clock at Noon for 
imuggled Goods, and not finding themthere, he went 
below Colchefter, and returned to Witham that Night; 
but could not tell the Place, nor Sign of the t:ouſe 
there, where he put up, altho' he knows Witham ve- 
ry well, and has been there oftentimes. That he re- 
turn'd to London, on Thurſday Night about 10 O Clock, 
and put his, Horſe up, where he hired him ; but can 
neither tell the Perfou's Name, nor where bout he 
lives, tho' the ſame Perſon got him a Lodging that 
Night, next Door to him. te likewiſe laid, That he 
had not been at his Brother's in Mindſor, during the 
time he was abſent from home, and that his Bufineſs 
in London, was concerning ſome priv-te Affairs with 
Mr. Tuomas Kennington, of Furnival's Inn, in Relation 
to what Mr. Richardſon, made him ſuffer; when he 
ſu'd him for Sranleys Money. And being confronted 
by one Mattheto Ambroſe, He admitted that Marthew 
Ambroſe came to his Houſe on the 12th Day of Jan. 
in the Evening, and that Ambroſe was Two-pence to 
his Penny for Ale, but denied that he had any Conver- 
fation with the ſaid Matthew Ambroſe, in Relation to 
the ſhooting Mr. Charles Fobn Drew, this Defence 
was fo very trifling, that his Worſhip thought it pros 
per to order him to Bury Goal. | 
Humphries, being committed, Mr. Charles Drew 
began to be very uneaſy, and begg'd that he Hun- 


pbries might. be admitted to Bail, faying, —— what 
| "i 9 Was 
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was it to any Body but the Family, who ſhot his Fa- 
ther? And if the Juſtice would not either Bail or Diſ- 
charge him, he would ſpend halt his Eftateto get him 
clear d: But if the Juſtice would diſcharge him, he 
would enter into Bonds with the Pariſh, and oblige 
himſelf to maintain Humphries, and his Family, atan 


hundred Miles Diftance. | 


But this being refuſed, and Humphries, being or- 
der'd to be continu'd in Cuſtody ; farther Enquiry 
was made into the Affair, ſeveral Witneſſes were exa- 
mined before Sir Cordell Firebrace who gave ſuch ſtrong 
circumftantial Proofs againſt Humphries that every body 
concluded he was the Man who had done the Mur- 
der. 
After Humphries was committed, and the Suſpi- 
cion of his Guilt grew ſtronger, and was corroborated 
by ſeveral Informations, Mr. Charles Drew was very 
uneaſy, and took a great deal of Pains to ſuppreſs 
farther Informations, and did 'what lay in his Power 
to deftroy the Credibility of thoſe already made. He 
publickly declar'd that Humphries, was not the Man 
who ſhot his Father, and threaten'd to proſecute (even 
to Ruin) the Officer who took him up; and being 
asked the Reaſon of his concern for, and uneafineſs 
about Humphries, he reply'd, — That as the 
4x was done, the beſt muſt be made of a bad Mar- 
et. ä 

While Humphries was in Goal, Mr. Drew, ſupply'd 
him with Money, and continu'd to vindicate him 
wherever he went: His Conduct in this Reſpect was 
ſuch, that it made People talk very freely concerning 
Him, and they openly declared their Sentiments, that 
Humphries, would never have been concern'd in the 
Murder, if he had not been promis'd a Reward; and 
who he was to have been rewarded by, any one inthe 


World (they ſaid) might gueſs. 


This being the common Converſation of the Neigh- 
bourhood, Mr. Drew reſolved to withdraw from Mil- 
Ford to London; but being willing to do Humphries what 
Scrvice he could, before he abſconded, he 8 : 

len 
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Friend of his, to go up to London, to enquire for one 
Capt. Ratt, and one James D —r, who could prove 
(he ſaid) that Humphries was in London the Night the 

act was committed. His Friend accordingly went to 
London, and found out Capt. Ratt, but Ratt not being 
able to give any Account of Humphries that Night, 
the Meſſenger return'd to Mr. Drew,. and informed 
him of his ill Succeſs, and withal told him what Opi- 


nion he had of the. Captain. This made Mr, Drew. 


more uneaſy, and he preſs'd the Meſſenger to go up to 
Town again, and ſee what Janes D— r could ſay. 
He ſaid he had heard of this D— r, and did not like 


him, therefore he abſolutely refuſed to return again to 


Londen at that Time; but on the Wedneſday. after 
Humphries was committed, Mr. Drew prevail'd on his 


Friend to go with him to Capt. Ratt, in London; but 


Ratt not giving the deſired Satisfaction, nor being 


poſitive with Regard to the Time of Humphrics's be- 
ing in London, Mr. Drew perſuaded Ratt to take a 
Journey down to Bury, that he might have an In- 


ter view with Humphries in the Goal, and might recol- 
lect ſome Circumſtances whereby he might be able to 


ſwear he was in London the Night the Murder was 
committed. To induce Ratt to undertake this Jour- 


ney, Mr. Drew gave him 4 Guineas to bear his Char- 
ges, in the Preſence of his Friend who accompany'd 


him to London, and by Drew's Diſcourſe it appeared 


very plainly, that he would fain have tempted Rat 
to have ſworn upon the Trial of Humphries, what he 


knew nothing of- However, Ratt promiſed to go 


down to ſee Hamphries, and was as good as his Word; 


and after he had had ſome Converſation with him, he 


return'd to London. 

Mr. Drew tarry'd in London about ſix Days. and 
then went down to Szdbury, to Mr. Gent, where he 
was inform'd, that the Officers were ſearching after 
him, in order to apprehend him, on Suſpicion of his 
being concern'd in the Murder of his Father; upon 
this, Mr. Drew reſolved not to proceed to Melford, 
but to return back again to London, leaving Directions 
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12 The LIFE and TRIAL 
in Writing with Mr. Gent to direct to him in Lon: 
don by the Name of Thomas Roberts, and before his 
Departure from"$«4bury, he gave Mr. Gent Inftruc- 
tions to draw his Will, which was afterwards executcd, 
by which he not only made him Execuror, but be- 
queathed him 500 J. for his good Services 3 he alſo 
Hgned two Letters of Attorney, the one to empower 
Mr. Gent to collect in his Father's Debts, and the 
other to make Leaſes; and he likewiſe gave him 
Orders to draw up a proper Infirument by which his 
Eſtate was to have been made over to the ſaid Mr, 
_ | Ee: DG 
After Mr. Drew had thus ſettled his Affairs, he 
came up to London, and apply'd to Mr. A len at the 
King's» Arm- Tavern, near Femple-Bar, to provide 
him with a private Lodging; telling him, he was an 
unfortunate Gentleman, and was oblig'd to abſcond 
for ſome little Time on Account of his Debts. Mr. 
Allen crediting the Story, provided him 'with a Lodg- 
ing at a Cobler's in Sheer- Lane near Temple-Bar, at 
which Place, he continued till he was taken. 
Mr. Drew's withdrawing from Melford encreaſed 
the Suſpicion of his being concern'd in the Fact, and 
the accidental Manner in which it was diſcovered, and 
which proved the Means of bringing ſuch an unnatural 
Parricide to Juſtice will beſt appear from the following 
Informations. F bf 
Thomas Partridge went before Sir Cordell Firebrace 
and declared, That about one o' Clock in the Morning, 
Mr. Charles Fohn Drew was found murdered, he ſaw 
Mr. Charles Drew (the Son of the ſaid C. J. Drew) 
eome out of che Paſſage leading from the Dwelling- 
Houſe of Edward Humphries, with a Horſe in his 
Hand; and as ſoon as the ſaid Mr. Charles Drew was 


. thro the Paſſage or Entry, he mounted the ſaid Horſe 


and rode dawn the Street towards Sudbury. * * 


The Informations of Timothy Drew, William Mace, 
and Thomas Allen, taten the 3 th of March 17 39 


Mr. 


befors the Morſpipful Colonel Deveil. 


# 


% CHARLES DREW, 1, 
Mr. 7imothy Drew, upon Oath, faith, That he 


greatly ſuſpected Mr, Charles Drew, to have been 


Tonceanec in the Murder of his Father, becaufe he 
had intercepted a Packet of Letters, which came by 
miſtake to his Hands,his Sirname being the fame with 
the Sons of the Deceaſed. Helikewiſe faid that Mr, 
Charles Drew had changed his name, to that of Roberts 
and that he had acknowledged, in his hearing, that 
out of Fear of being proſecuted for his Father's mur- 
der, he had order'd Mr. G—— to prepare a Convey- 
ance of his Eſtate to his youngeſt Siſter, and had alſo 

made his Will. ä 5 | 
Ihe Subſtance of Villiam Mace's Information (up- 
on Oath) was, That he was acquainted with Hun- 
phries, and that Humphries came to his (Mace's) Lodg- 
ings on the 21ſt of Feb. between five and fix in 
the Evening, and ſaid, he had rode very hard, and 
was much tired; and that he came to Town about 


ſome Law Buſineſs, and expected a Letter, with a hun- 


dred Pound Bank Note there, which (he ſaid) was to 
be directed for John Smith, a Surgeon, and to be left 
for him at the ſaid Mace's Lodgings, and which he de- 
fired Mace, or his Landlord, to take care of; and that 
the ſaid Hamphries acknowledged, that the pretended 
John Smith was himſelf. But upon being diſappointed 


of the Receipt of this Bank- Note, he ſaid, he mult 


go down again into the Country, and accordingly. he 
did fet out; after which he was taken up, (in the 


Country) on Account of this Fact. That 3 or 4 Days 
| after Humphries's Commitment, Mr. Charles Drew 
. came to him (Mace) and gave him three Guineas and 


two half Guingas, to godown to Bury Goal to Hum- 
phries, to lee what he could ſay to him; and that Mr. 
Drew, at the ſame Time, teld Mace, Humphries thould 


not be hang'd, Mace accordingly went to Bury, and 
faw Humphries ;, after which he wenr to the Angel at 


Sudbxry, where Mr. Drew had appointed to meet 
him, that he might be informed what had paſs'd be- 
tween the faid Mace and Humphries, but Mr. Drew” 
did got come according to his Appointment. _ 

| | | . a; 
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this, a Hetter chme to him, which encloſed another 
| . diretted to Charles Drew, Eq; with Speed and Care, 
1! _ both which he believed were Humphries's Hand-writ- 
'S ing, and this Letter he deliver'd by miſtake to Mr. T7. 
14 mothy Drew, Ac Mactrel s Coffee-Houſe. C2 
| Mr. Gent being preſent at the Time theſe Infor ma- 
5 tons were made, tne Subſtance of what he declared 
|: (upon Oath) was as follows. . 
That he got Intelligence of Mr. Charles Jobn Dreuꝰs 
Death, at Clare, ſeven Miles from Melford, upon 
1. which he went to Sudbury, from whence he wrote to 
| Mr. Charles Drew to offer him his Seryice in his Af- 
fairs That the very ſame Day he received an Anſwer 
l | from Mr. Peu, upon which he went to him the Day 
l!' following, - which being che Day old Mr. Drew was 
buried, nothing material paſs'd between them. But 
| the next Day, or the Day following, he went to him 
17 again, and then inſpected his Affairs, and took an In- 
| ventory of the Deceaſed's Effects, and though he told 
Mr. Drew he need not come up to London to prove 
his Father's Will, yet about 12 Days after, he came to 
Town, and ordered him (Mr. Gent) to put the Ad- 
vertiſement in the Gazette, in the Manner it now ſtands 
there. That in a little Time after this, Mr. Drew 
went from London to Sudbury, and there told him he 
was apprehenſive of being taken up on Account of his 
Father's Death, by People in whoſe Hands he-did not 
care to venture his Life, and ckat he would therefore 
go to London; and accordingly, he did on the Sunday; 
and then gave Directions to himſelf,” by the Name of 
Roberts, and Inſtructions for a Wil. in Favour of Mrs, 
E his intended Wife, who was join d an Execu- 
trix with him in the Will; and that among other Le- 
gacies, he bequeathed to him 500 Pounds, and likewiſe 
ordered two Letters of Attorney,. one to him, toem- 
power him to cellect his Father's Debts, and the other 
to him and Mrs. Bridget Drew jointly, in order to their, 
making Leaſes of the Deceaſed's Eftates z but after 
that Time Mr. Drew gave farther Directions for an 
s | * 2 abſolute 
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abſolute Conveyance of his Eſtate to his Siſter Mrs. 
Bridget Drew. | g 

Thomas Allen ſaid, that Mr. Drew came to his 
Houſe {the King's Arms, near Temple-Bar) and defir'd 
him to procure him a Lodging, which he did; and 
Mr. Dyew then told him his Name was Roberts, that 
he was in Debt, and defired to be ſecret. That the 
Liquors and Proviſion he had from his Houfe, amount 
to above four Pounds, and are charged to him (in his 
Books) by the Name of Roberts. 

It has been reported that Mr. Drew ſolicited il. 
liam Mace, otherwiſe Capt. Ratt, to ſwear that Hum- 
phries was in London, at the Time the Murder was com- 
mitted. To clear up this Matter, tis neceſſary, to 
obſerve, that old Mr. Drew was ſhot the; 1ſt of Jan. 
at Night, and Humphries was in London the Night fol- 
lowing, and in Company with the Captain, at the Au- 
gel and Crown in Fleet-Lane, and it being ſo near the 
Time the Fact was committed, Mr. Drew had ſome 
Hopes the Captain might either forget, or be impoſed 
upon, in fayour of his Friend Humpbries; and whether 
the immediate Flight of Humphries to London, was, 
done with any premeditated Defign to draw Rats in, 
as an Evidence, if Humphries ſhould be call'd in Queſti- 
on for the Deed, or whether it was an Aſter-thought 
that the Captain might be ſerviceable, muſt be left to 
the Opinion of the Reader, when he has been acquaint- 
ed with the Conduct of the two Malefactors, before, 
and aſter the Fact. 1 

Which they having reſolved to commit on Thur/day 
Night, the 3 iſt of Jan. Humphries accordingly went 
that Night about g o'Clock, a private Way to Long 
Melford, and coming, (as was before concerted between 
them) to Mr. Charles Jobn Drew's Orchard back 
Gate, there he ſaw Charles Drew waiting for him, with 
a Gun in his Hand; and in his Confeſſion he ſays, he 
knew him well. | 

As ſoon as they met, they agreed to hide the Gun 
in the little Houſe in the Orchard, while they went to 
old Mr. Drew's lower Houle, in order to fluſh 2 

ſelves 
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16 The LIFE and TRIAL | 
ſelves with Brandy, and fit them for the Commiſſion of 


the horrid Deed. When they had drank a quantity 
ſufficient to prevent Remorie, they return'd to the little 
Houſe, and Mr. Drew took out the Gun, and went a 
little way before Humphries, the back-way into the open 
Street, about 11 0 Clock: Mr. Drew being firit got 
to his Father's Fore-door, Humphy es ſtood at ſome 
diftance, and according to his onfeſſion, heard the 
Report of the Gua, Immediately after which, Mr, 
Drew came to him and told him, — The Jobb was done. 


Then they both went towards Liſton-Hall, about a 


Mile from Melford, where Mr. Dr. hid the Gun in 
a hollow Tree, and H mpbries left him, and return'd 
back to Melford, and immediately took Horſe and 
came ior London; but Mr. Drew went to Liſton- call, 
where he immediately pull'd out his Watch, and took 
Notice before the Maid, that it was then a Quarter 


of an Hour afcer Eleven o'Clock by his Watch. See 


Ann Chinnery's ſecond Information, = 
Humphries got to London the next Day (the iſt of 
Feb.) and came to his Acquaintance, Capt, Ratt, in 
Fleet Lane, in the © vening, telling him, he came to 
Town about a Law-Suit, and had rode very hard, and 


that he was tired to Death and would go to Bed. The 
next Morning he told Capt. Ratt, that he expected a 


Letter to be ſent him, but it would be directed for 
Jobn Smith, a Surgeon, to be left at the Angel and 
Crown in Fleet-Lane, defiring the Captain to take Care 
of it, for there would be a Bank Bill for 1001. encloſed 
in it. The Letter came the Day following, but upon 
opening the Letter, and finding no Bank Bill, he ſaid 

his Law Suit was at an End, and he muſt return to 


Melford; which he accordingly did, and was ſoon af- 


ter taken ina Field with the very Gun upon him, with 


which old Mr. Drew was ſhot. He was no ſooner ta- 


ken into Cuſtody, but his Houſe was ſearched, and (as 
appear d on his Trial) his Children was playing with 
Bullets, inftead of Marbles, and a parcel of Bulſets 
were found in a Bag of Poiſon, 


Hum. 


Mr. CHARLES DR EW, | 17 


Humplie:? was no ſooner committed to Goal, but 
Mr. Drew threaten Deſtruction to all'who ſhould 
be aiding or aſſiſting in his Profecution, and declared 
he would give 30,000 I. (which was half the Eftate he 
got by his Father's Death) rather than Humphries 
(who he ſaid was an innocent Man) ſhould be pro- 
ſecured for ſuch an Offence, | 
Sir Cordeil Firebrace (the worthy Myjeftrate before 
whom molt of the Information were made) was ſur- 
priz'd at Mr. Drew's Behaviour, and therefore ſent 
for him, and bound him over in a Bond of 5601. to 
proſecute ; and while he was before Sir Cordell, he 
promiſed to do what became of him, and to follow the 
worthy Majeſtrate's Directions; but inſtead of being 
as good as his Word, he took all the Pains he could. 
to ſtifle every Evidence, and having taken an Inven- 
tory of his Father's Goods, and got him buried the 
Sunday after the Murder, he rode away from Melford 
in great Haſte for London, to prove a Will, which 
(as we mention'd before) was made Eleven Years ago, 
and by which he was appointed Executor and Reſi- 
duary Deviſee of the whole Eftate of his Father's, ex- 
cepting 4601, which was left by that Will, to each 
of his Five Siſtets. FX 

After he had proved the Will, he return'd from 
London to Mr. G. at Sudbury; where he was inform'd 
that the Cry againſt him grew general, and was loud- 
er and louder. This alarmed him very much, and 
put him upon conſulting his own Safety. As Matters 
ftood with him, he dar'd not go to Melford; there- 
fore after a little conſideration what to do, and whar 
hiding Place to fly to, he reſolved to return to Lon- 
don; and after he had given Directions in Writing 
that he would be correſponded with under the Name 
of Thomas Roberts (which Name in his Hurry he 
wrote twice) he ſet out again with the utmoſt Pri- 
yacy for London, {and as was before agreed at Sudbury) 
he went to the King's Arms Tavern near Temple-Bar, 
and having call'd for a Bottle of Wine, he deſired 
Mr. Allen, the Maſter of the Houſe, to fit down and 


=. 
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drink with him, that he was unfortunate young Gen. 
tleman, and ſhould be obliged to keep himſelf ſecret 
for ſome Time, on Account of his Debts. Mr Allen 
believed the Account he gave of himſelf, and pro- 
vided him with a Lodging in the mean Houſe before 
mentioned, 

When he had been in Town a few Days, Mrs. B. 
came to the King's Arms, and deſired to be directed 


Mr. Thomas Roberts's Lodging, which was done ac- 


cordingly. 

Mr. Drew being in Londen, and Humphries in Goal 
at Bury, and in great Want of Money, he wrote two 
Letters, and ſign'd each of them with his Fictitious 
Name Jobn Smith, The one was directed to Villiam 
Mace, at the Angel and Cron, in Fleet Lane, London. 


A true Copy of which follows : 
SIR, | 
Beg you*d be fo kind as to find out the Gentle- 


man as the Incloſed is directed, for I muſt put 
you in Mind, that there may be no Delays, but have 


it done this Night if you can. I am, 
Your Humble Servant, 


March 9, 1739. Fohn Smith. 


The other Letter was incloſed in the foregoing, and 
was directed, 


20 Charles Drew, Eſq; with Speed and Care. 

881. 

F HIS Day I receiv'd your kind Favour, which 
I return you Thanks for the ſame. I am very 


rry that you ſhould leave your Home on this Ac- 
| count; 


ur 
Ve 
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count; I make no Doubt but all Things will go well. 


I muſt beg you will be pleaſed to ſend me ſome Mo- 
ney, for this Place is very expenſive, and there 1s no- 


thing to be done without, as the Caſe now ſtands 


with me at this Time. If you pleaſe to ſend me a- 
bout One Hundred Pounds, I make no Fear but all 
Things .will go well. You may ſend your Man to 
me very ſafe, and let him come by the Way of New 
Market to me. If you can no Way ſend your Man, 
you. may direct to be left at my Wife's Brother James 
Ambraſe in Balington. If you have not fo much Caſh 
by you, you may ſend it in Bank Notes, and make it 
up in a Parcel, I ſhall retain Councel in the. Country, 
I have employ'd ah Attorney in Bury. Pray let me 
na from you by Vedueſday at Night without Fail, 
om, 
| Your's, John Smith. 
March 9, 1739-40. 


The preceeding Letters were ſent: from Humphries, 
by the — Coach, to Mr. Mace (call'd Capt. Ratt) 
who (not knowing where to find Mr. Charles Drew): 
enquired next Morning at Mackre!/”s Coffee-Houſe in 
Bartlett's Buildings, Holborn, if they knew one Mr. 
Dre. T he People in the Houſe told him they knew 
Mr. Drew very well, and immediately ſent for Timothy 


Drew, Eſq ; As ſoon as Capt. Rat: ſaw Mr, Timothy 


Drew, he told him he was not the Gentleman he 
wanted. Mr. T. Drew told him his Name was Drew, 
and asked him what he wanted. The Captain ſaid, 
[ have a Letter here (ſhewing it Mr. T. Drew) but I 
have forgot where the Gentleman lives I am to deliver 
it to. Mr. T. Drew told him it was ſtrange he did 
not know how to deliver his Letter, and aſk'd him if 
he ſhould aſſiſt him? Yes, with all my Heart Sir, ſays 
the Captain, and delivered the Letter to Mr. T. Drew 


who aſſured him it ſhould go to the right Mr. Drew. 


Mr. T. Drew having got the Letter into his Poſſeſſion, 


left the Coffee-houſe and read it; after which ke re- 


turned to the fame Place, and told Capt. Ratt he had. 
| C2 taken 
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taken Care of the Letter; but pray Sir, will you be 
ſo kind as to tell me where you live; hat Huſineſs 
you follow, and what you deal in. Sir, ſays the Cap- 
tain, I am a Smugler, and have very good Teas, 
Brandies, and Chintſes to diſpoſe off. O dear! replies 
Mr. T. Drew, I ſhould be very glad of ſome good 
Teas, I'll go with you and look at fome, Accordingly 
he went with him to his Lodgings, and bargains with 
him for two Pounds of Tea, which he begg*d the Fa- 
vour of the Captain to carry to his —— and 
told him he would go with him. As they went a- 
long, Mr. T. Drew, took the Captain into Seagoe's 
Coffee-Houſe, where he ſaid he would taſte the Tea ; 
and calling for a Bottle of Wine, Mr. T. Drew drank 
Tea, and the Captain drank Wine pretty freely. Af: 
ter which Mr. J. Drew called a Coach, telling the 
Captain he would treat him with a Coach to his Cham- 
bers, and having got the Captain into the Coach, he 
Privately bid the Coachman drive to Colonel De Veil's; 
where the Captain behaved very Indecently, and told 
the Colonel he was a Smugler, and had broke 3 Gaols 
already, and ſwore he would break another, and 
would be next Week in France, upon which he was 
committed to the Gate-Houſe. 

The next Morning Mr. T. Drew, ſent to the Crown- 
Inn, in Hoborn, to enquire for Mr. Gent, who not be- 
Ig in Town, Mr. T. Drew, left word that he deſired 

— with him; and he came the next Day to Mr. 

ew, who telling him he had Buſineſs with Mr. 

Che Drew, they agreed to Sup altogether that E- 
| veningy at the King's-Arms Tavern. 
At the Time appointed Mr. Gent, met-Mr/ Dro. 

and they ſupp*d together, but Chares Drew,' not ap- 
pearing, Mr. T. Drew, aſked him why Mr. Charles 
Drew had diſappointed him ? Mr. Gent, replied, be- 
cauſe there are a great many People in the Houle, and 
ſome of them are Officers . 

Mr. TJ. Drew,- had Colonel De Viel's Warrant (ta 
apprehend Charles Drew,) in his Pocket, back'd by 
* Alderman of London, and intended to have * 

11 
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ki that Ni ght, but; was diſappointed. Hawever he 
Was inform” that he had been at the Tavern Door 
that Night, bat ſuſpecting ſomething, he durſt not 


venture into the Hauſe ; and he Ikewise e Intelli. 


gence that he went by the Name of Tho. R berts, and 


Fodged, in Sheer Lane. 

Upon. this Information, Mr. T tha got p * 
Aſſiſtance, and went the next Morning to the Old 
Boot-ſhop, where he enquir'd for Mr. Roberts, the 
People o the Houſe denied him, and faid, no Gen- 
tleman lived there, But this not being ſatisfactory, 
he cauſed the Houſe to be ſcarched diligently, but did 
not find the Priſoner. 

Cl or this Diſappointment he ſcarch'd ſeveral Cof- 
fee-Houſes in and about Leiceſter-fields, to no Pur- 


| poſe; till, at luſt, he thought of enquiring after him 


at ſome Bagnio's, and immediately went to Eaſtmead's 
at the Crotn in Leiceſter-fields, and enquired if a young 
Gentleman, one Mr. Roberts, did not come in there 
late laſt Night, or early that Morning? One, whom 
Mr. Drew took to be the Maſter of the Houle told 
him, ſome Gentleman had lodged there laſt Night, 
but now, they were all gone, and there was no Man in, 
the. Houſe, and immediately. on having faid this, he 
went backwards, Mr. Drew tripp'd ſoftly after him, 
and heard him ſay to the Servants: Do you hear 
there is no Body above; upon which they all declar'd 
there was no one inthe Houſe, Mr. D. told them, if Mr. 

Roberts was there they muſt not deny him, for he 


came from Mr. Gent, and had a Letter to deliver in- 


to his own Hands. Still every one denied him, but 
having ſome Suſpicion of his being there, ſat down, 
and call'd for a Pint of Wine, which being brought, 
he deſir'd the Waiter to ſit down and drink with him. 
After ſome Talk and Importunity Mr, D. found the 
Waiter's Name was Matthew, Manning. To whom 
he then addrefs'd himſelf thus; Mr. Manning my Ser- 
vice to him; (drinking to him ;) but Mr. Manning 1 
muſt tell you, that I know Mr. Roberts is here, and 
his right Name is Charles Drnv; he has murder'd his 
* Father, 
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Father, (ſpeaking very loud) and if you ſecrete a Mur- 
derer, I will blow Mr. Eaſtmead's Houſe up. Pray 
Sir, ſays Matt. don't ſpeak ſo loud. I tell you (ſaid 
Mr. Drew I will ſpeak louder ſtill, and will have you 
all taken up for hiding a Murderer; therefore, tell me 
the Truth immediately. Matt. then acknowledged, 
that truly there was ſuch a Gentleman in the Houſe, 
and he was juſt come from ſerving him with Tea. 
Mr. T. Drew bid him go immediately to him, and 
tell him a Gentleman waited on him with a Meſſage 
from Mr. Gent, and muſt ſpeak with him. Upon 
this Charles Drew, order'd the Gentleman to be 
brought into his Room. As ſoon as he entered, he 
aſked him if his Name was not Roberts? Yes Sir. 
Then Sir, I have a Meſſage to you from Mr, Gent, 
he deſires to ſpeak with you, at the Croumn- Inn, in 
Holborn, Very well (ſays Charles Drew) I'll wait upon 
him directly. But Sir ſays Mr. T. Drew, (with an 
angry Voice,) J have ſomething elſe to ſay to you, 
helding up his Cane,) you have been the Murder of your 
own Father, and you muſt go directly with me beſore 
Colonel De Veil. Your Name is Charles Drew, and 
not Roberts; why did you tell me Lies? Pray Sir (ſaid 
Charles) uſe me like a Gentleman, and let me ſend 
for my Friends, Mr. T. Dreww conſented, and Charles 
wrote to Mr. Gent, and Mr. Richardſon, to come 
immediately. Mr. Richardſon denyed himſelf to the 
Meſſenger, and Mr. Gent, ſent Word he would come 
8 but he not coming in two Hours, Mr. T. 
Drew, called a Coach, and took him before Colonel 
De Veil, who was near ſix Hours examining Mr. T. 
Drew, Charles Drew, Captain Ratt,, and others. 
During theſe Examinations, Mr. Gent, came in, and 
being likewiſe examined, was very much reproved for 
his Conduct in this Affair. While Charles Drew, 
was under Examination, he ſeem'd wholly unconcern- 
ed. The Examinations being over, he was commit- 
ted to Newgate, under a ſtrong Guard, | 
Soon after he was committed, he wrote-a Letter to 
Mr. R. F. at Colchefter, in which he encloſed one 
= ( | 8 | to 
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to his Siſter, the Contents of which laſt, we as 
follow, 


For Miſs Bridget Drew, at her Houſe, in Long Mcl- 
ford, near Sudbury. 


RAY, my Dear, get your Siſter Cawfton, and 
P you both, to ſpeak to Mr. Richardſon , to ſtand 
my Friend, and to ſpeak to Sir Cordell in my Behalf. 


C; Drew. 


The above Letter was encloſed by Mr. F. in the 
following, and forwarded by him to Miſs Drew, 


To Miſs Bridget Drew, at her Houſe in Long Melford, 
| near Sudbury, Suffolk. E 


Madam, . 
138 you receive a Letter from your Brother, 

and at his Requeſt, I am farther to deſire of you, 
to go immediately on the Receipt of this to Mr. P. 
of Clare, and get a proper Conveyance made to you 
of his real Eſtate; which, I ſuppoſe, muſt be made 
by Leaſe and Releaſe; however, he knows beſt, be- 
ſides which, he deſires that you would get a Deed of 
Gift of his Perſonal Eſtate, both of which he deſires 
may be ſent by one of the Mr. Barker's, ready for 
him to Sign. I moſt ſincerely wiſh, that any Thing 
in my Power, could be ſerviceable to my Friend; but 
this is all I am at preſent to be entruſted with. 


I am, Madam, nn 
| | our very Humbe Servant, | 
Colcheſter, March " dent | | 
22. 1739, | R. F. 


2. . 
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P. S. Pleaſe to direct by the. Bearer, a Letter for 
me, to be left at the Griffin in Colcheſter; which thall 
be ſafely delivered to your Brother, if you pleaſe to 
direct one. 2 


Mr. Charles Drew likewiſe ſent the following, to 
Chriſtopher Colby, a Servant of the Deceaſed. 
Chriftopher, 
Hope you remember what you told me, and that 
was, your Maſter was alive at 12, that Night he 
was kill'd ; therefore I hope you will be ſo good as to 
beat the Aſſizes, and Affirm Tat; which will be of 
very great Service to me. And go to Ann Child of the 
Lower Honſe, and deſire her to be at the Aſſizes, and 
let her know ſhe could very ſafely ſwear, that ſhe let 
(left) me there at (Lower-Hoyſe) at 12 that Night. If 
you and ſhe will do this, there is no one can hurt me, 
and you will ever oblige, 


Your Friend aud Servant, 

Don't mind the Report SR eee 
of the World.  ' Charles Drew. 
But tho? Mr. Drew took all. theſe Meaſures in or- 
der to his coming off upon his Trial, yet he was ve- 
ry fearful of ſtanding. the Determination of Juſtice. 
Therefore he applied to one Craſs, an unhappy Priſon- 
er in New ate; for being concern'd in forging a Note 
on Mr. Hoare, and Mr. Jonathan Ktate being the 
Turnkey, to whoſe, Care both Croſs\and: Drew were 
committed, Mr. Drew applied to.-Crofs, arid afked 
him, If he thought Jonathan undenſtond Maney? Croſt 
immediately apprehended his meaning, and was fear- 
ful he ſhould be cenſured, if the Priſoner ſhould effect 
his Deſign, becauſe they were both confined in the 
ſame Part of the Goal; therefore to prevent his work- 
ing with other Engines, he reſolv'd to humour his 
Imaginations, and told him if he had Money he might 
do any thing, Mr, Drew was very well m_— 
. - ear 
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hear this, and flatter*d himſelf that his Temptations 
would prevail. But Croſs having told Jonathan what 
was in Embrio, he immediately acquainted Mr. Ater- 
man one of the Keepers, who thought proper that Fo- 
nathan ſhould ſeem to favour the Intention, that Drew 
might not be tempted to take other Meaſures. 

Mr. Croſs therefort, according to Inſtructions, told 
Drew, he had founded Jonathan upon the Affair, and 
he believed the Thing was practicable z upon which 
Drew took an Opportunity to propoſe to Fonathan, 
their going away to France together. Jonathan 
ſeemingly conſented, and they were either to take 
Water at Iron-Gate, as ſoon as any Veſſel was ready 
to ſet Sail for France, or elſe to go down in the Wilds 
of Kent, where they were hire a Smuggling Veſlet to 
carry them off, And to recompence Jonathan for his 
Service he gave him the following Notes : 


16 March 1740. 

I do hereby promiſe, conſent and agree, that if 
Fonathan Keate Turkee (Turnkey) of Newgate, London, 
will go with me into France, as a Companion, and 
for other Services done me, and is to do me, I will 
allow him yearly Half my Fortune, during the Term 
of my natural Life, Witneſs my Hand the Day and 
Year aboveſaid. — | 


Charles Drew. 


And farther, I do hereby promiſe the ſaid Joua- 
than Keate, that if I do return into England again by 
His Majeſty's Indemnity, or otherwiſe whatſoever, to 
allow him the ſame Part of my Fortune as aforeſaid, 
if the ſaid Jonathan Keate is alive. Witneſs the Day 
and Lear aboveſaid. ; 15 


Charles Drew, 


And for Fonathan's farther Security touching the 
Premiſſes, Mr. Drew executed a Bond to him, the 
Penalty of which was 2000 l. on Condition, that 
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the ſaid Drew, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiſtrators 
or Aſſigns ſhould pay or cauſe to be paid to the ſaid 
Jonathan, the Sum of 1000 l. of lawful Money of 
Great Britain. 

In Conſequence of theſe Agreements, the Time 
was fixed for their Departure, hut Mr. Akerman be- 
ing acquainted from Time to Time with the Steps 
taken in the Affair, he, juſt before the Project was to 
have been put in Execution, remov*d Mr. Drew. 
into the old Condemn'd Hole, and appointed a con- 
ſtant Watch to be kept over him, Day and Night. 
And a ſtrong Guard was provided, which attended 
him down to Bury a. few Day before the Afſizes. 


began. | 
18 JA 26 
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CHARLES DREW, 


At the Aſſizes, held at Bury, Thurſday, 
March 27, 1740. 


7 HAR LES DREW otherwiſe To- 

| mas Roberts, late of Long Melſord in the 
WER County of Suffolk, Gar was "indicted, 
bor that he not having God before his 
ASS 4 Eyes, Sc. on the 3ziſt of Fan. in the 
me 13th Year of the Reign of our Sove- 
reign Lord George the Second, King of Great Britain, 
&c, with Force and Arms, at Long Mel ford aforeſaid, 
in the County aforeſaid, in and upon Charles Fobn 
Drew, Gent. in the Peace of God, and our faid Lord 
the King, then, and there being, feloniouſly, wilful- 
ly, and of his Malice afore-thought, did make an 
Aſſault, and with a certain Gun, of the Value of five 
n. then, and there being loaded with Gun. 
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powder, and Pieces of Lead, which Gun he the ſaid 
Charles Drew, otherwiſe Thomas Roberts, in both his 
Hands, then ang there had and held, rowards and a- 
gainſt the ſaid Charles John Drew, then and there fe- 
Joniouſly, wilfully, and of his Malice afore-thought, 
did diſcharge and ſhoot off, He the faid Charles Drew 
otherwiſe Thomas Roberts, then and there well-know- 
ing the ſaid Gun to have been loaded as aforeſaid. 
And the ſaid Charles Drew, otherwiſe Thomas Roberts, 
with the Pieces of Lead aforeſaid, then and there diſ- 
charged, and ſhot out of the ſaid Gun, by the Force 
of the Gunpowder as aforeſaid, him the ſaid Charles 
John Drew, in and upon the left Side of the Body, 
under the Left Breaſt, then=find there felonijouſly, 
wilfully, and of his Malice afore-thought, did ſtrike 
and penetrate ; giving to him the ſaid Charles Fobn 
Drew, then and there with the Pieces of Lead atore- 
ſaid, ſo as aforeſaid diſcharged and ſhot, in and upon 
the ſaid left Side of him the faid Charles Jobn Drew 
under the left Breaſt, one mortal Wound, of theBreadth 
of a Quarter of an Inch, and of the Depth of ſix Inch- 
es, Of which mortal Wound the ſaid Charles Fobn 
Prew, then and there inſtantly died. And ſo the Ju- 
rors for our Lord the King upon their Oath do ſay, 
that the ſaid Charles Drew, otherwiſe Thomas Roberts, 
the aforeſaid Charles Drew in Manner and Form a- 
foreſaid, feloniouſly, wilfully, and of Malice afore- 
thought, did kill and murder, againſt the Peace of 
our ſaid Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity. 
The Priſoner, before the Trial began, mov'd the 
Court by his Council, to have the Cauſe put off to the 
next Aſſizes; alledging, that a material Witneſs in 
his Behalf could not at this Time be produc'd, but it 
being the-Opinion-of the Cqurt, that he had had ſuf- 
ficient Time to have prepared for his Trial, the Pro- 
ſecutor was order*d to proceed. 
The Priſoner's Council then took Notice, that they 
had been credibly inform'd, Humphries was to be ad- 
mitted an Evidence againſt the Priſoner, and they 
1 „ humbly 
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humbly apprehended, that as Humphries had been 
convicted of Felony ſome few Years ago at Chelmsford 
Aſſizes, and had not received his Majeſty's Pardon, he 
could not be an Evidence 1n this Cauſe. And to prove 
the conviction of Humphries they call'd one who was 
upon the Grand Jury at thoſe Aſſizes, who depoſed, 
That he was preſent when Humphries received Sentence 
of - Tranſportation for Felony. But the Priſoner not 
being able to produce the Record of his Conviction, 
the Objection was over-rul'd. 
The Court then proceeded to Trial, and called 
Chriſtopher Colby, who depoſed, That he was the 
Deceaſed's Servant at the Time of his Death, that 
he went to Bed about 9 the Night the murder was 
done, and when he came down Stairs about fix in the 
Morning, he ſaw his Maſter lie on the Ground, near 
the Office Door, and thinking he was in a Fit, he ran 
up again to a Boy who was his Bed-fellow, and bid 
him get up, for his Maſter was either dead or in a 
Swoon, and his Surprize was ſuch, that he knew not 
how he got either up Stairs or down; but when he 
had call'd the Boy, he came down directly, and run 
out at the Back-Door to the lower Houſe,/ and told the 
Family bis Maſter was either dead or in a Fit. Upon 
which Mr. James Drew and Mr, Deborah Drew came 
up to the Houſe ; but the Witneſs did not know at 
the Time he informed them of this, that his Maſter 
was ſhot. He added that the ſame Night he was kilted, 
he call'd to him and told him, he muſt carry a Letter 
in the Morning tothe Poſt, but what time of the Night 
this was, he knew not, becauſe he had been aſleep, 
Fames Drew was called, who depoſed, That he was 
call'd out of Bed, and went to the Deceaſed's Houſe with 
one of his Daughters; that he felt his Hands and Face, 
. and thought him dead; that he was laid upon a Bed 
ſome Hours after, and then he found 5 wWounds upon 
him; three of which went quite through his Body. 
. Lawrence Rainbird, Surgeon, ſwore, That he was 
ſent for to View the Body of the Decraled, while the 
| Corners 
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Coroner's Inqueſt were fitting; that he found five 
Holes in the Breaſt of the Deceaſed, and three in his 
Back ; and that he took three Balls out of his Body, 
which were the Cauſe of his Death, 

Edward Humpbries was admitted an Evidence, and 
depoſed as followeth. 

Humphries, I have known the Priſoner Charles Drew 
Neveral Years, and likewiſe the Deceaſed. I have em- 
ployed him ſeveral Times as an Attorney. 

Court. Do you know any Thing of what the Pri- 
ſoner ſhould ſay relating to his Father's Uſage? 

Humphries, T have heard the Priſoner ſay, he wiſh- 
ed his Father dead, becauſe he never allowed him any 
Money, and that he had been obliged to borrow 
Money at Intereſt of ſeveral] Perſons, but I never 
heard him talk of killing his Father till the Night the 
Murder was committed; at which Time I came 
from Witham, and ſaw the Priſoner at the Back-Gate 
of the upper Houſe belonging to his Father. T 
did not at firſt obſerve whether he had a Gun in his 
Hand or not, but when he came up to me, I took 
Notice he had a Gun with him. I ſaw (Drew) hide 
the Gun in the little Houſe in the Orchard, ard then 
aſked me to go with him to the lower Houſe 
(about a Quarter of a Mile off) then I went with 
him, and we there drank a Dram together; after 
which the Priſoner aſked me to accompany him to 
Lyſton-Hall, and as we went along, the Priſoner 
took the Gun out of the little Houſe, where he had 
hid it, and went forward towards the Deceaſed's Houſe 
while I (the Witneſs) follow'd at ſome Diſtance. I 
ſaw the Priſoner at the Door of the Deceaſed, a- 
bout 11 o*Clock, and heard a Noiſe at the ſame Time, 
but whether it was the Report of a Gun, or the clap- 
ping of a Door IT could not tell. | Ar 

Court. Could you not diſtinguiſh the Report of a 
Gun from the clapping of a Door? 

Humphries. I dont know whether the Noiſe I heard 
at that Time, was made by a Gun, or the falling to 
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of a Door; but I ſaw the Priſoner come out of the 
Deceaſed's Houſe at that Time. 4 

Court. It is very ſtrange, you cannot tell. 

Humphries. The Noiſe was like the Report of a 
Gun; and after the Noiſe, the Priſoner came up to 
me, and we both walked the Length. of two Fields 
together, towards Zyfton-Hall, and as we were going 
along the Priſoner told me the Job was done, but what 
he meant by that Expreſſion I cannot tell. 

Court. Where did you go then ? 

Humphries, I walk'd about a Quarter of a Mile 
with the Priſoner towards TLyſton- Hall, and took 
Horſe to go to Dunmore, where I had appointed to 
meet ſome Perſons that Night. 

+ Court. Had you no Money of the Priſoner ? 

Humphries. When I was in Cuſtody, I had Twenty 
Pounds of him, 

Court. Did you ever ſend any Letter or Letters to 
him, deſiring him to ſend you Money? 


Humphries, Yes, I ſent a Letter ſigned Jobn Smith, 


and directed it to Villiam Mace, with another enclo- 
ſed therein to the Priſoner for Money. 

Court. When was the Twenty Pounds recciv'&? 
Was it before, or after you ſent the Letter ? 

Humphries, I cannot tell whether it was before or 
after, but I remember that about a Fer t after 
the Murder was committed, I aſked the Priſoner, 
If he was not concern'd at the Death of his Father? 
He told me, He was not; for if he had liv'd he 
* would have ruin'd the Family.” The Priſoner told 
me, .he would do ſomething for me, on Account of 


the Acquaintance we formerly had had together, and 
that he heard nothing of old Mr, Drew's Death, till 


after he had been in London. I acknoledge likewiſe, 


that the Priſoner did promiſe. me, One Tofand 
Pounds, if I could keep a Secret, but what that S- 
cret was, I know not. 

Elizabeth Ellet was called, who being ſworn deps- 


ed, that ſhe ſaw 1 waiting in a great Coat, 
not 
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not half a Stone's Caſt from the Door of the Deceaſ- 
ed, about 11 o'Clock the ſame Night he was murder- 
ed. That ſhe heard a great Noiſe at the Deceaſed's, 
about One- in the Morning, the Cauſe of which, ſhe 
knows not; and that ſoon after the Noiſe, ſhe heard 
a Groaning, as if a Man was dying, and ſomething 
at the ſame Time like kicking againſt a Door ; but 
that ſhe was. ſo affrighted, ſhe durſt not venture out 
to ſee what the Matter, 'She likewiſe depoſed, 
that ſhe had ſeen Humphries, divers Times before the 
Commiſſion of the Fact, waiting about the Door of 
the Deceaſed. | 
Matthew Ambroſe. On the 12th Day of January laſt 
I drank three Pints of Ale with Edward Humphries at 
my own Houſe, when Humphries had ſome of Mr. 
Charles Drew's Dogs with him; and he then declar'd, 
that it was no more Sin to hot Mr. Charles John 
Drew than to' ſhoot a Cat. And Humphries then 
ſaid, that Mr. Charles Drew would ſettle on him (the 
Witneſs) or any other Perſon that would kill the old 
Gentleman a Hundred a Year for Life. And added, 
that the Night after the Murder, between 11 and 12 


at Night, he was leaning over a Rail, neat the De- 


ceaſed's Houſe ; that the Priſoner was then coming 
towards the ſaid Houſe, and when he was got pret- 
ty near the Witneſs, (not being able, he ſuppoſes to 
diſtinguiſh who he was in the Dark) he cried out 
with ſome Emotion and Surpriſe : ** if you are an 


Evil Spirit depart; and if you are a Good Spirit, 


„ ſpeak to me. 5 
William Ambroſe. Edward Humphries came to my 


_ Houſe on the Ninth of January laſt, and enquired 
whether O!4 Drew was at his upper Houſe ? But in 


the Interim, the Mr. Drew was going to his Houſe, 
when Humphries ſaid: There goes the Old Rogue; 
young Charles will give any Perſon an Hundred 
« Pounds that will ſhoot him; ** upon which I re- 
plied, It was a ſmall Matter to kill a Man for, 

J e anz 
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Pſhoo ſaid Humphries, there is no more Sin to ſhoot 
him, than a Cat, or a Dag. | | 
Daniel Whittingham was {worn who depoſed; That 
on the 26th day of January laft,, Edward Humphries 
paſſed by him, and the Witneſs ſaid. Humphries you 
have got a good Great Coat on, tp which Humphries 
anſwer'd, that he might have as good a one, if he 
would perform what was mentioned to him; and when 
the Witneſs asked, Wh t that was? The ſaid Hum- 
pbries, anſwer' d, if he would ſhoot Mr. Charles Joby 
Dreu, or Mr. Richardſon. And farther the ſaid Ed. 
ward Humphries, deſired him to make away or deſtroy 
a Woman, about 2 Years ſince. 5 75 
Mr. Richardſon, was next called who depeſed 28 
followeth, That on the 3 iſt Day of Feb. laſt, My. 
Charles Drew, apply'd to him to kaow how he ſhould 
procęed, on the Death of his late deceaſed Father. 
And this. Witneſs adviſed him to ſend forthe Coroner, 
to take an Inquiſition of the Manner of his Death. 
The. Coroner was ſent for, who fummon'd a jury, 
made Inquiſition, and it was found, That the Deceaſed 
was ſhot by ſome Perſon unknown. That Mr. Drew, 
the Younger, (notwithſtanding the Inquiſition was ta- 
ken where the ſaid Fact was committed) altho' in the 
Houſe, did, got appear betare the Coroner or Jurys 
altho earneſtly requeſted. And that Mr. Dret, not 


only at that Time employed him (the Witneſs) but gave 


him Aſſurances, that he ſhould be wholly concerned 
for him. And that on the 14th Day of Feb. following 
he was with him at his Houſe doing Bufinefs. 
Before the ſame was compleated, one Andrew Gro- 
ver, a Conſtable in the ſaid Town, had taken Ed. 
ward Humphries, and carry'd him before Sir Cordell 
Firebrace. The faid Mr. Drew, ſeeing the ſaid Hum- 
Pbries, in Cuſtody, was a good deal ſurprized there- 
at, and ſent this Witneſs to know, on what Ac- 


count the ſaid Humphries, was taken into Cuſtody. 


Who on his Return, informed the ſaid Mr. Drew -1t 
was on Suſpicion of murdering his Father, Which 
Anſwer gave Mr. Drew, = deal of Uneaſfireſs, and 


put 
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put him into ſuch a Paſſion with the Officer for 1 
him. that he ſwore he would ruin him; and ſai 3 f 
the Family did not concern themſelves about the 
der, what was it to him? And before J left Mr — 
Sic Cordell Brebrace, ſent for me, by the Conſtable 
Who had taken Humphries, into Cuſtody. And the 
ſaſd Conſt:ble being (by the faid Mr. Drew) ſent for 
nto his Room, went and told Mr. Drew, the Cauſe of 
his taking up Hamphries, Mr. Drew, with a good 
deal of Heat and Paſſion, told the Conſtable, he 
would ruin him for fo doing. On my leavin gMr. 
Drew, in order to wait on Sir Cordell, Mr. Drew peel d 
me to uſe my utmoſt Endeavours to get Hu npbries diſ- 
charged, and for ſo doing he v ould make me a ſuitable 
Return. Whereupon I was the mote preſſing to have 
Humphries proſecuted, knowing, his Character, and 
believing him to be a Perſon fit for ſuch an Enterprize. 
And at the ſame Time J very earneſtly defirettMr. 
Drew, to wait on Sir « ordell Hrebrace, and appear 
againſt Humphries, to clear himſelf of ſome Aſperſions 
thrown upon him, for being Acceſlary with Humphries. 
But inſtead of Mr. Drew's appearing as deſired, he 
was the more ſolicitous for getting him diſcharged. 
That dui ing che whole Time of Humphries's Exa mina- 
tion, (being three Days) Mr. Drew, was uneaſy, as 
_ alſoprefſingro know the Subſtance of every Wi neſs 
examin*d, and was conſtantly ſending for me; and not- 
withitanaing 1 informed Mr. Drew, that Humphries, 
was certainly guilty of the Murder, as appeared by all 
Circuraſtantial Evidence, yet he was for uſing all the 
Means poſſible, to get his Diſcharge. And after Mr. 
Drew, found that H.mphries, muſt unavoidably go to 
Gaol, he declared he would not be at one Penny Ex. 
pence in the Proſecution: But that if Sir (erde i would 
-diſcharge Humphries, he Mr. Drew, would undertake 
to ſend him, and his Family, an hundred Miles off, 


and provide for them, fo that they ſhould never become 


a Cha ge to the Pariſh. And farther, that on ſearch- 
ing H mphries's Houſe, a good deal of Brandy being 
found _ and Mr. Drew _ _—_— thereof (by 

| *" 5 8 
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me) faid that he had carried him a Bottle the Night 
betore. Hamphries was taken up. That on Friday che 
15th Lay of F. he v as defired by Sir Cordell Fir brace, 


| to wait on Mr. Drew, to prevail on him to appear 


againſt Humphries, and to profecute him: Who then 


abſolutely refuſed, altho' I told him' the Report, of 


ſetting H mphri:s at Work, to commit the Murder, and 
that ne oug ht to appear againſt Humphries, with Ear- 
neſtneſs, and to carry on the Proſecution with Vig ur, 
ſince it appears by the ſtrongeſt Circumſtances, that 
Humphries was the Man, who committed the horrid 
Fa&: And that by ſo doing, he would very much 
clear his own Character and '{eputation. 0 
To which Mr. Drew made Anſwer, What would 
my have me do? As the Fact is done, the beſt muſt 
made of .a bad Market. And I then went imme- 
diately up to Cordell Fir brace's, and betore I had 
been there e. I Was ſent for home by Mr. Drew, 
who waited for me at my Houſe, to know how Sir C r- 


duell proceeded, and what was ſworn, Upon which I 
Wed him, why he was ſo uneaſy about Hu»phreys? 


And told him what his Friends faid, about his having 
employ'd /;/umphrezs, and that he ought. to appear 
ſtrenuouſly in this Proſecution, 'and not endeavour to 
ſtifle it, for if he did, all the World muſt be con- 
vinced, that he did actually ſet Humphreys at work. 
To which he anſwered, that he did it not, but ſull in- 


. ſiſted on my not appearing againſt H mpb ey, as a Pro- 


ſecutor, or otherwiſe, and he would give tne any Satiſ- 
faction whatſoever. But upon this I wholly deefined 
being concerned for Mr. Drew in all his Affairs, be- 
caule by all Circumſtances, he was privy to theMur- - 
der of his ſaid Father. we 5 SHES 
Audrem Grover, (Conſtable) produ ed the Gun, 


- which Humphreys had upon him when he was taken) 


and likewiſe the Cloaths the Deceafed had on when he 
was mu- dered; and Janes Drew ſwore to the Cloaths. 

Andrew Grover. I took Humphriys in tue Fields 
with that Gun upon him; and after I had fecared him, 
1 went and ſearched his Houſe, and found his Children 
e ; E 2 | playing 
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playing with Bullets inſtead of Marbles ; and upon fir- 
fag Search, I found a Bag of Bullets mixed with Poi- 
on. | | | ; 

The next Witnefs that was call'd was William Mace, 
otherwiſe Captain R ait, who depoſed, That on the 
Day efter Mr. Drew was ſhot, the Priſoner came in 
the Dusk of the Evening to his Lodgings, at the Angel 
in Heet- Lane, and Taid, that be was obliged to come 
about Law Buſineſs; that the Priſoner lay with him 
that Night, and the next Day went and bought him a 
Shirt and ſome other Things in Chick-Lane; and before 
Humphreys went in the Country, he told this Depo- 


- nent, that he ſhonld have a Letter come with a Bank 


Note in it, and that he mult be careful of it; but this 


Veponent ſaid he ſaw no Letter with a Bank Note; 


but that when Humphreys was in Bury Gaol, he receiv'd 


a Letter from him, and in it there was another Let- 


ter directed to Charles Dr.w, Eſq; Mace inform'd the 
Court, that the Letter he received was to the follow- 
ing Purport: 


Mr. Mace, 8 ITT I 
I defire you will carry the incloſed Letter to Charles 
Drew, Ei; and you will much obhge 
Yours to C mmand, &c. * 
J. Humphreys, 


This Witneſs was asked by the Court, if he carried 
the Letter to Mr. Dy. w. bo g | 
Mace. I went to Srajles Inn Coffee Houſe in Hol- 
bern, and at the Bar I enquired for Mr. Drew. I did 
not know the Gentleman, for I had never ſeen him in 
my Life; and a Gentleman ſitting in the publick Coffee 
Room, faid his Name was Drew, on which I delivered 


him the Letter. The Gen:leman read it; he defired 


me to leave my Name and where. I lived, that he 
might ſend to me, ſo I told him that I lodged, at the 
Angel, a Publick Houle in Fleet- Lane. This Gentle- 
man {nt for me to a Coffee Houſe at Flect-diteh, and 


deſired me to go with him to the other End af the 


Town, 


$ 


of CHARLES DREW 37 


Ton, which I agreed to, and he had me carricd before 
Col. De Veil, who examined me relating to this Mur- 
der, but I knew nothing about it, nor could fay further 
than I knew. | 3 yu | 
The Court then asked this Evidence how he came 

acquainted with Humphreys, who was privy to the 
Murder. 5 | 

He informed the Court, that Humphreys being Pri- 
ſoner in Bary Gaol for Smuggling, he was intruſted by 
the Keeper laſi Summer to help to guard ſome Smug- 
glers up to the Flect, and that this Deponent then came 
acquainted with him, by drinkmg at this Deponent's 
Lodging. He farther ſaid, that he had not ſeen him 
for a long Time before the iſt of February, the Day af- 
ter the Murder was done, when he came and deſired 
him to help him to a Lodging; and that it being Night, 
this Deponent told him, he ſhould be welcome to lay 
with him that Night, and in the Morning he would go 
and take a Lodging for him; and he went the next Day 
and took a Lodging for Humphreys at the Coach and 
Horſes Alehouſe in Black and H/hite Court, in the 
Old Bailey. GARE 5 | 

Janes Gent the younger of Sudbury, was bound o- 
ver to give Evidence, and depoſed, that the Priſoner _ 
Drew thought proper to leave the Country, and hav- 
I Is his Will, and two Letters of Attorney, and 
a Draught for conveying away his Eſtate, changed his 
Cloaths and came up to London, where he went by the 
Name, of Thomas Roberts. He was call'd upon to 
produce the ſaid Will; which he accordingly did, and 
it was read in Court; by which it appeared, that the 
Priſoner had bequeathed the Witne!s, 5ool. and had 
appointed him his Executor. | 4 
Malter Wilby, was Sworn who deppſed as follows, 
VIZ. | C | 2 
On Saturday the r6th of Feb. laſt paſt, Mr. 
Charles Drew called me out of his Kitchen, at his 
Houle in Melford- Street, into the Garden, and gave 
me 5 Guineas, and order'd me to give the 5 Guincas 
to Humpb ies, for ſays Mr. Carls Dieu, I believe 

| | Nis Huuobir es 
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Humphries is not guilty, and I am determined he ſhall 
not want for Money, while-hie is in Goal. . 
On Sunday the 27th Day of Ja wary laſt, Hanpbriet 
asked me to take a walk with him to Mr. Charles Jobn 
Drew's lower Houſe, for that he wanted to ſpeak with 
young Mr. Charles Deu, (he going for London next 
Morning) we went accordingly, and Humphries would 
have had me gone in, to ſee whether old Mr. Charles 
Fobn Drew was at Hottie which I refuſed; ſo we paſſed 
by the Honſe; but before we had gone much farther, 
Mr. Charles Drew call'd after us, and gave us fome 
Ale; then we all walk'd up into the Fields together, 
but had no Converſation in Relation to the Death of 
the faid Mr. Charles Fobn Drew. Mr. Charles Urew 
told Humphries he wanted to ſpeak with him; and they 
weht into a Field by themſelves; ſoon after Which, 
he called to me and ordered m2 to go to Humphries's 
Houſe, for 15 Larks, and bring them to the lower 
Houſe ; upon which I left them, and obey'd Mr, 
Charles Drew's Ordexs. At my Return, I found 
Hampbries, Mr. Charles Drew and Clark, (a Servant 
of Mr. Stardley's) drinking a Bowl of Punch in Mr. 
Charles Drew's Bed Chamber. I ſate down and par- 
took of it, but heard no Converſation that tended to 
Mr. Charles John Drew's Death. Humphries and 1 
came away together about Ten d Clock at Night, and 
I faid, —— Mr. Humphries, perhaps] ſhan't ſee you a- 
gain very ſoon, if old Fy/on is up, let us take one Pot 
of Ale together. Humphries replyed, with 
all his Heart, but that he had only Six-pence in his 
Pocket; upon which I replyed, how will you get to 
London then? Why, ſays Humphries, ſomebody will 
credit me up, and then I ſhall get fome Money of my 
Uncle, or ſome Friend. But I have ſince been in- 
formed, that he changed a Guinea at Fyſon's, whilft 
we were drinking together, and paid Fy/oz three or 
four Shillings that he ow'd him. And I gave the five 
Guineas, or near the Sum, to Humphries Wife, and 
told her who they came from. 4.7 ee 
Fiauath ina Keate, one of the Turnkeys of Nuwygates 
| : „5 was 


7 
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was called in next, who depos d, That the Priſoner 
While he was in Cuſtody there, had treated with him, 
in order to his making an Eſcape to France. That to 
| Induce him to conſent thereto, he had given him a 
Note, promiſing him the Enjoyment of half his For- 
tune; and another to oblige himſelf to ſtand tothe ſame 
Agreement, though he ſhould receive his ajeſty 8 
Leave to return to England. And that the Priſoner 
for (the Witneſs's farther Security) had given him a 
Bond, whereby he obliged himſelf, his Heirs, Ec. un- 
der the Penalty of 2000 4. to pay to this Witnels 1000/. 
for his good Service. cd 
oo Timothy Drew was {worn who gave a particular Ac- 
count of the apprehending of Charles Drems, by his in- 
tercepting the Letter from Hu ntbreys to the Prifoncr, 
and added that the Priſoner when He was before Co- 
lonel Deveil, He appeared in embroidered Cloaths, 
and not in mourning nor in ſuch a manner as a Regard 
to common Decency would have made neceſſary. 
The Council for the Proſecution. called Sarah 
Vr gb. (who. was a Servant to the late Mr. Charles 
Jobn Drew) and She being ſworn depoſed as followeth. 
Sarab Ms gbt. On Thurſday Night the 31ſt of Jan. 
laſt, young Mr. Charles Dem came home between 8 
and 9 o'Clock in the Evening; upon. which Mrs. 
| Briag.t D em order'd me to take his Key of his Cham- 
ber, and made his Bed; upon which he faid, ſhe 
ſnauld not have the Key, for that he was going out, 
and ſhould not be at home that Night. Upon which 
Mrs. Ur/ula Drew reply'd, —— Charles,” don't play 
any more of theſe Tricks, for I won't tell any more lies 
for you; your Father rapp'd at your Door this Mor- 
ning, and I told him, yuu was in Bed, and aſleep: 
Between ten and eleven of the Clock in the ſame 
Evening, Fobn Pyke cf Lifton, came into the Kitchen 
and asked for young Mr. Charles Drew: Upon + hich 
J went into the Parlour, and told him, that Pye was 
come; up*in which he ordered me to go out and bid 
ile ſtay for him. Pzke went immediately into the 
Tard, where he ftay'd (as I was informed by the Man 
ERIN = a. e Servant) 


that he came to Mrs. B- 
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Servant) "till Mr. Cbarlis Drew cime out, and. then 
they went away together. And within ſeven Days be- 
fore Mr. Charles Jobn Drew (my late Maſter) vas 
killed, Mr. Charles Drew had Humphreys, Willy, and 
Clark, to drink a Bowl of Punch with him ; after 
(chat) they had been a ſhvoting ſome Larks, they ſhot 
for a Bottle of Rum, as I heard Mr, Charles Drew 


fay, fo that I think that it could not be on the Sunday. 
And Mr. Charles Dr:w had one Set of Company more 


with him, betore his Father Mr. Charles Jobn Drew 


was ſhot; but Hump:reys was not one of them. Tho 


I have often heard Humphreys ſay, in the Kitchen, it 


was a Pity that Man, meaning Mr. Charles John Drew, 


was not thor. 
2 homas Par ridge was called, who depoſed, That 
about One of the Clock in the Morning, r. Charles 


=_ Drew was found murdered, he ſaw Mr. Charles 


rew, (the Son of the ſaid Charles John Drew) come 
out of the Paſſage leading from the Dwelling Houſe of 


Edward Humphreys, with a Horle in his, Hand; and 
as ſoon 28 Mr. Charles Drew was thro' the Paſſage or 
Entry, he mounted his Horſe, and rode down the 
Street towards Sudbury. 


Mr. Rithard/on was eee as to the ben 


of any thing ſaid, and ſaid, that he had oſten heard 
FHumpbreys dexlare, © That it was no more Sin to ſhoot 
*© old Drew, that to kill a Cat or Rat“ 


The Prijoner, in his Defence, called, firſt, the Rev. 


Mr. Smith, whoſe Evidence was very immaterial, he 
not being able to ſay much in the Priſoner's Behalf. 


The Priſoner next call'd Ann Chinnery, who depos'd, 
s at Lifton-hall, on the 
31ſt of January laſt (the Night the Fact was 1. 1 

e 


mitted) and that immediately upon his coming in, 
pulled out his Watch, and faid, 27g now a V kr 
paſt Eleven by my Watch, 


Court. Was there any Clock in the Houle? 
A. Chiznery. Yes, there was. 


Me came in? 
5 EY Anne 


Court. And the! Priſoner ſaid thoſe very Wards when 
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A. Chiniery. Yes, thoſe were the very Words 
the Priſoner lay there all Night, and ſtaid till Seven 
o'Clock the next Morning. 

The Council for the Proſecution then called Mary 
Mellum and Daniel Ford, who both depoſed, That Ann 
Chinnery had told them, Charles Drew did not lie at 
Liſton-ball, the Night his Father was ſhot. 

After the Evidences were examined, the Priſoner 
was informed by the Court, that now was his Time 
to make his Defence, and if he had any thing material 
to ſay for himſelf, the Court would hear him. | 

The Prifoner reply'd, That what Humphreys had 
ſworn was falſe; and as for his giving the Bond, and 
making large Promiſes to Mr. Keate the Turnkey, he 
did it with no other intent then to get his Liberty, 
as knowing he could not ſervive many Days in that 
diſmal Priſon 

Mr. Juſtice Page who was on the Bench ſummed up 
the Evidence to the jury, who went out, and retur- 
ned in a ſhort ſpace of Time finding the Priſonet 
Guilty of Wilful Murder. | 

The laſt Day of the Aſſizes Mr. Drew was brought 
to the Bar, and after making his Obedience to the 
Court, was ask'd what he had to ſay why Sentence of 
Tag ſhould not be paſs'd upog him, according tb 

aw. Q 

Priſoner. J humbly ſubmit to the Judgment of this 
honourable Court. | 

Then his Lordſhip proceeded to paſs Sentence on 
the Priſoner ; which was to the Effect following: 


OU the Priſoner at the Bar, C. Dre have been in- 

dited for a horrid, cruel and unnatural Murder 
on the one Side, and after a fair and impartial Trial, 
your Country have found you guilty of the Charge, 
which is the Murder of your own Father, a Crime ſo 
barbarous that none but icſelf can be its Parallel, The 
Fatt has been fully fix'd upon you, and your Defence 
has been ſo very weak, that twelve honeſt Men hay 
acclar'd you Guilty _— his Lordſhip went 


— 


On 


1 1 — eee roms 


42 De LIFE and TRIAL 


on in explaining the horrid Fact he was convicted of; 
and concluded, I would have you make a proper Ut 
of that ſhort Time which the Law allows you for 
making your Peace with God, whom you have ſo bigh- 
ly offended, I have nothing more to ſay than to pro- 
nounce that dreadful Sentence which the Law r eires 
and commands me to do; which is, E 


That you be convey'd from this Place to that 
from whence you came, and from thence to 
the Place of Execution, and there be hang'd 

| by your Neek until you are dead. And 
the Lord have Mercy on your Soul, 


After he had received Sentence of Death, the High 
Sheriff of Sutfol « ſeized on all his Eſtate and Etfz&s at 
Long Helſord aforeſaid, which are laid to amount to 
the Value of fix hundred Pounds per Annum. 

But ſince that his Majeity hath been Graciouſly 

leas'd to ſend down a Remittance of the Eſtate in be- 


half of the Family. 


— 


DRE W's Behaviour while under Sentence ol 
; Death. 


R. DREW notwithſtanding his irregular 
Courſes had contratted ſeveral Acquaintance 

Who frequently viſited him after his Condemnation, 
Þat were not admitted to ſpeak to him before; he re- 
gueſted that te might have a Clergyman to viſit him. 
and accordingly the Reverend Mr. Smith and another 
went very often to ſee him; he ſeemed not to have any 
Senle of the henious Sin he had committed, and would 


. fain have extenvated it by laying it to his Father's ill 
lige, he faid that it was true he did often wiſh his 


Father dead, and his Reaton for fo doing was becauie 
old Mr. Drew kzpt him ſo w.thopt Meney that he 
* i ; 7 : ; 4 ; 2 could 
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could not appear in the Manner he wanted and was a 
jeſt to all Company he came into; that he had ſome- 
time ago defired his Father to make over an Eftate to 
him, which he conſtantly refuſed, and that firſt put 
him in Mind of this horrid Project, at ether times he 
alledged that his Father's ill Ua not only affected 
him, but even reached his Mother and Siſters; and 
young Drew was informed ſometime ago that his Fa- 
ther had formed a deſign of removing his Mother from 
the Houſe ſhe lived in, and ſending her to another 


part of the Country which he ſaid would be preſent 


death to her and that then the old Gentleman would 
certainly marry again, and perhaps a young brood 
of Children might come from whence he (the Priſoner) 
could expect nothing but to be diſinherited; he own- 
ed that this, and ſome other Things joined with 
the Perſuaſions of his lewd Companions, made him deſ- * 
n but yet he could not reconcile himſelf to ſnoot 
his Father with his own Hands; he conſeſſed that he 

tampered with ſeveral People and offered them Money 
to kill the old Gentleman, and in particular the Evi- 
dence Humphries, but perſiſted to the laſt that he was 


not the Perſon who actually fired the Gun, but that. 


Humphri:s was the Man, And as to the Acculation 
laid againſt Mrs. B he declared it was utterly 
falſe, that he did not entertain the Thought from any 
Inftigation of hers, neither was ſhe privy to it, or in 


any manner concerned therein. 

During the Time he lay under Sentence of Death, 
Mrs. B went ſeveral Times to viſit him which 
always put him in an Agony the' he all along inſiſted 


chat ſhe never urged him to ſo impious an Action. 


But the moſt Interview of all was between him and 
his Siſters, and which no one can deſcribe fo wellas 
imagine. His Siſters were cautious of npbraiding him 
With what he had dbne, and endeavoured to give him 
all the Comfort they could; but he did not expreſs ſo 
much Remorſe as they expected, but was very. un- 


ealy on account of his Family,  eige-ially when he 


heard 


upon his Trial, and frequently went to ſee him, 
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heard that the Sheriff had ſeized his Eſtate, he mens 


tioaed that Circumſtance with the utmoſt Concern, . 
Mr. Richardſon was very loath to appear againſt him 


Drew's Behaviour at the Place of Executiof HY 


On Fedneſday the gth Day of April, purſijang 
his Sentence, he was taken from Bury Gaol tothe Pla 


of Execution; ſuch a Croud of Spe8tators were aſe | 
bled on the Occafion, as have not been ſeen it 


County ſince the Execution of Coke and Mocdburn. 
He paſſed through them with Signs of the greateſt 
Horror, as being aſhamed, after ſuch an Action, to ſee 
ſo many v ho had been his Neighbours and particulat 
Acquaintance : - When he came to the Tree, he ex» 


pfreſſed the utmoſt Reluctance at parting with Life, 
© driving off the fatal Minute, and defiring the Officers 


and Executioner to deſerr it as long as poſſible : He 
joined in the Prayers, &c. and begg'd of the Miniſter 
who attended him to continue his Interceflions for 


him as long as he could, for that his Hopes of Salva- 


tion were very precarious ; and being asked it he would 


lay nothing to the Populace, replied, No; and accord- 
ingly was turned off without ever addreſſing himſelf to 


them. 
Thus fell, Mr. Charles Drew in the Bloom of 


Life, he not being above 25 Years old; bis Perſon 


was accompliſhed as his Mind was brutal, a ſad Ex- 


* ample! firft, to warn Parents to guard their Childien 


not to give way to Ambitious Avarice, and long for 
their Inhe riatance before the Death of their Fathers. 


Yec his unhappy Conduct ſnould occaſion no Refſection 
on a Mother and ſeveral Siſters, who are overwhelnrd. 


with Sorrov,, at tnch 13 JA Wo, 
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